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Title/Author Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 

that may be in there)

1

The Leaving 
Morning by 
Angela Johnson 
Level I  
*Spanish

Leaving a place can be long when, days before, 
you've already said good-bye to everyone you 
know--your friends, the grocer, your cousins, 
"especially your cousins." Then finally the day 
comes, and leaving is hard. Words and pictures 
catch exactly the mixture of excitement and 
wistfulness that "good-bye" can mean for young 
children.

• Moving 
• Saying Goodbye 
• Remembering Good Times

2

The Kissing Hand  
by Audrey Penn 
Level I 
*Spanish

School is starting in the forest, but Chester Raccoon 
does not want to go. To help ease Chester's fears, 
Mrs. Raccoon shares a family secret called the 
Kissing Hand to give him the reassurance of her love 
any time his world feels a little scary. 

• Facing fears 
• Taking risks 

3

Charlie Anderson  
by Barbara 
Abercrombie 
Level K

Charlie, a fuzzy gray cat, walked out of the woods 
one evening and into Elizabeth's and Sarah's hearts. 
Now he sleeps on their beds, lets them dress him up 
in doll clothes, and laps up warm milk on chilly 
nights. But where does Charlie go during the day? 

• Families come in all shapes 
• Love of a pet 
• Divorce 

4

Mr. Putter and 
Tabby Pour the 
Tea by Cynthia 
Rylant 
Level J

It's not until a storm keeps Charlie away one night 
that the two sisters discover his other, daytime, 
home. But maybe that's not such a bad thing. 
Because, just like Elizabeth and Sarah, Charlie has 
two houses, two beds, and two families who love him 
very, very much!

• Loneliness 
• Companionship of Pets 
• Sr Citizens 
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5

Goggles 
by Ezra Jack 
Keats 
Level J

When Peter and Archie find motorcycle goggles near 
their hideout (junkyard) they can’t believe their luck-
until some bigger boys decide they want the 
goggles for themselves.  

• Cleverness to solve 
problems 

• Friendship-sticking together 
• Solving problems when 

grownups aren’t there

6

The Snowy Day 
by Ezra Jack 
Keats 
Level J 
*Spanish

Peter celebrates the snow-draped city with a day of 
humble adventures--experimenting with footprints, 
knocking snow from a tree, creating snow angels, 
and trying to save a snowball for the next day.

• Winter 
• Being observant of the 

world 
• Joy in simple things

7

Peter's Chair 
by Ezra Jack 
Keats 
Level J 
*Spanish

Peter has a new baby sister and everything is 
changing:  his old cradle has been painted pink, his 
crib is pink and his father is painting his high chair 
pink, too!  Peter’s going to save his little blue chair, 
even if he has to run away to do it.  And he’s not 
coming back.  Well, at least not right away…

• Sibling issues 
• Jealousy 
• Doing the right thing even 

when is makes you sad or 
it’s hard

9

Apt 3 
by Ezra Jack 
Keats 
Level J

In a dingy tenement building, the sounds of a 
harmonica intrigue two brothers and send them off in 
search of the musician. They find a blind man, and 
begin a friendship. 

• Friendship in unexpected 
places 

• Differences don’t really 
make us different

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 
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10

Whistle for Willie 
by Ezra Jack 
Keats 
Level J 
*Spanish

Peter would like to whistle. He would like it very 
much, but try as he might he just cannot figure out 
how to do it. Though Peter sees other kids whistling 
for their dogs, when Peter whistles for his dauchund 
Willie he finds he hasn't the skill. 

• Determination 
• Being proud of yourself 

11

Pet Show 
by Ezra Jack 
Keats 
Level J

How can you enter a pet show when your pet runs 
away? That's the question Archie faces when he can't 
find his cat to enter in the neighborhood pet 
show. Fortunately, he does some fast thinking to win 
a prize.

• Cleverness to solve 
problems 

• Disappointment 
• Determination 

12

Maggie and the 
Pirate  
by Ezra Jack 
Keats 
Level K

Maggie’s pet cricket Nikki is stolen and all that is left 
is a note…”THE PIRATE WAS HERE”.  Who is the 
pirate and why has he taken Nikki!

• Second chances 
• Friendship in spite of 

mistakes 
• Determination 
• Regret…what we do with it 
• Friends help friends in 

trouble

13

A Letter to Amy 
by Ezra Jack 
Keats 
Level K

Peter is having a birthday party, and he’s asked all of 
his friends to come.  But Amy is a special friend-so 
peter decides to write her a special invitation.  On his 
way to mail the invite he begins to worry about what 
the boys will say when they find out he has invited a 
girl to his party, Peter 

• Friendship-what is it 
• Worrying 
• Stepping outside of gender 

execrations (boys invite 
boys only)

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 
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14

BigBushy 
Mustache 
by Gary Soto 
Level M

It's almost Cinco de Mayo, and Ricky's class is going 
to put on a play to celebrate the festive Mexican 
holiday. When asked to choose his costume, Ricky 
picks a big, bushy mustache, just like his dad's. He's 
tired of everyone telling him he looks like his mother 
- he wants to look like his Papi. 

• Family…to be like dad 
• Choices come with 

consequences  
• Regret 
• Family loves you no matter 

what

15

Darcy and Gran 
Don’t Like Babies 
by Jane Cutler 
Level K 

"Darcy didn't like the baby." She doesn't care for his 
looks, nor for his smell, and she articulates her 
feelings to one and all. The only one that seems to 
understand is Gran. 

• Sibling issues 
• Jealousy  
• Grandparents get it…

16

Jamaica's Find 
by Juanita Havill 
Level K 
*Spanish

Jamaica finds a stuffed dog at the playground and 
after taking him home without trying to find the 
owner discovers her conscience as well. 

(There are several Jamaica books…check them 
out!)

• Doing the right thing even 
when it makes you sad or it 
is hard 

• Choices

17

Julius the Baby of 
the World  
by Kevin Henkes 
Level N 
*Spanish

Lily thinks her new baby brother is disgusting.  This 
seems to get her into a world of trouble.   Will she 
ever see her brother differently? 

• Sibling issues 
• Jealousy 

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 

that may be in there)
Title/Author
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18

Weekend with 
Wendell  
by Kevin Henkes 
Level K

Wendell was spending the weekend at Sophie's 
house.  Sophie is not sure what to do with Wendell 
as he takes over everything.  Will he ever go home? 

• Friendship in spite of 
mistakes 

• Standing up for yourself  
• What makes a good friend

19

Owen 
by Kevin Henkes 
Level K

Owen had a fuzzy yellow blanket. "Fuzzy goes where 
I go," said Owen. But Mrs. Tweezers disagreed. She 
thought Owen was too old for a blanket. Owen 
disagreed.  His parents consider this dilemma before 
he starts school.

• Growing up 
• Letting go 
• Cleverness to solve 

problems 
• Family loves you no matter 

what 

20

Chrysanthemum 
by Kevin Henkes 
Level M 
*Spanish

Chrysanthemum thinks her name is absolutely 
perfect—until her first day of school. "You're named 
after a flower!" teases Victoria. "Let's smell her," says 
Jo. Chrysanthemum wilts. What will it take to make 
her blossom again?

• Teasing (not bullying) 
• Friendship 
• Loving yourself exactly as 

you are 
• Acceptance

21

Lily’s Purple 
Plastic Purse 
by Kevin Henkes 
Level N 
*Spanish

Lilly loves everything about school, especially her 
cool teacher, Mr. Slinger. But when Lilly brings her 
purple plastic purse and its treasures to school and 
can't wait until sharing time, Mr. Slinger confiscates 
her prized possessions. Lilly's fury leads to revenge 
and then to remorse and she sets out to make 
amends.

• Choices come with 
consequences  

• Sometimes what we love 
can cause problems

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 

that may be in there)
Title/Author
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22

Shelia Rae, The 
Brave 
by Kevin Henkes 
Level K

Just because Sheila Rae is older, she doesn't always 
know better!"I am very brave," Sheila Rae said, 
patting herself on the back. She wasn't afraid of 
anything—not thunder, not lightning, not the big 
black dog at the end of the block. And when she 
wanted to walk home a new way and Louise 
wouldn't, she called her sister a scaredy-cat and set 
out alone. But all the bravado in the world failed to 
help when Sheila Rae found herself lost. Luckily, her 
sister was not far behind.

• Siblings 
• Even big kids get scared 
• Getting lost 
• Being braggy

23

Ruthie and the 
Not So Teeny 
Tiny Lie by Laura 
Rankin 
Level K

Ruthie loves little things--the smaller, the better. 
When she finds a teeny tiny toy on the school 
playground, she can hardly believe her luck. There's 
just one problem: it belongs to somebody else! 
Ruthie insists the toy is hers, but deep down, she 
knows better. How could one little toy turn into such 
a great big problem?

• Choices come with 
consequences  

• Sometimes what we love 
can cause problems 

• Regret 
• Telling the Truth 
• Doing what is right is hard 

24

Ruthie and the 
Not So Busy 
Day**NEW 
by Laura Rankin

Ruthie is so excited about spending Saturday with 
her mom and dad.  But her great day is turning out 
to be not so great.  

• Disappointment 
• Sometimes life is hard

25
Roller Coaster 
by Marla Frazee 
Level K

The roller coaster car is going up, up, up to the 
highest spot. And at least one of the people in the 
car has never ridden on a roller coaster before . . . 
ever.

• Facing Fear 
• Worry 
• Being Brave 
• Being proud of yourself

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 

that may be in there)
Title/Author
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26

Amazing Grace 
by Mary Hoffman 
Level L 
*Spanish

Grace loves stories,so when she gets a chance to 
play a part in Peter Pan, she knows exactly who she 
wants to be.  But she is told she can’t be Peter 
Pan…she is a girl!

• Teasing (not bullying) 
• Believing in yourself 
• Be true to yourself

27

Harriet You'll 
Drive Me Wild 
by Mem Fox 
Level K

Harriet doesn't mean to be pesky. Sometimes she 
just is. And her mother doesn't mean to lose her 
temper. Sometimes she just does. But Harriet and 
her mother know that even when they do things they 
wish they hadn't, they still love each other very 
much. 

• Family-parents still love you 
even though they get angry 

• Choices come with 
consequences 

28

Koala Lou 
by Mem Fox 
Level K

When Koala Lou’s mother becomes so busy that she 
forgets to tell her firstborn how much she loves her, 
Koala Lou enters the Bush Olympics, intending to 
win an event and her mother’s love all at one time.

• It’s hard being the oldest 
• Jealousy  
• Finding your place 
• More siblings doesn’t mean 

less love

29

Wilfrid Gordon 
McDonald 
Partridge 
by Mem Fox 
Level N 
*Spanish

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge, a rather small 
boy, lives next door to a nursing home in which 
resides Miss Nancy Alison Delacourt Cooper, his 
favorite friend, because she has four names as well. 
When Miss Nancy "loses" her memory, the intrepid 
Wilfrid sets out to find it for her.

• Sr Citizens 
• Loss of Memory 
• Friendship in unexpected 

places 
• Little kids can do big things

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 
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Title/Author
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30

Bippity Bop 
Barbershop 
by Natasha 
Tarpley 
Level M

A young boy, Miles, makes his first trip to the 
barbershop with his father. Like most little boys, he is 
afraid of the sharp scissors, the buzzing razor, and 
the prospect of picking a new hairstyle. But with the 
support of his dad, the barber, and the other men in 
the barbershop, Miles bravely sits through his first 
haircut.

• Facing fears 
• Family-being like dad 
• First times… !

31

Ruby the Copycat 
by Peggy 
Rathman 
Level K

It's the first day of school, and Ruby is new. When her 
classmate Angela wears a red bow in her hair, Ruby 
comes back from lunch wearing a red bow, too. 
When Angela wears a flowered dress, suddenly 
Ruby's wearing one, too. Will Ruby ever be able to 
be Ruby? 

• Friendship - what is it  
• Believing in yourself 
• Be true to yourself 

32

Hazel's Amazing 
Mother  
by Rosemary 
Wells 
Level K 
*Spanish

When Hazel and her beloved doll Eleanor are set 
upon by tough kids, Hazel's mother comes to the 
rescue in a surprising way.

• Cleverness to solve 
problems 

• Getting Lost 

33

Ella of Course 
by Sarah Weeks 
Level K

Ella love-love-loves her brand-new umbrella. It's sky 
blue with white clouds, and it makes the most 
satisfying whoosh . . . click sound. Rain or shine, Ella 
insists on taking it with her everywhere. Unfortunately, 
a whoosh-clicking umbrella can cause serious 
trouble . . .

• Sometimes what we love 
can cause problems 

• Cleverness to solve 
problems

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 

that may be in there)
Title/Author
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34

Elizabeti’s Doll 
by Staphanie 
Stuve-Bodeen 
Level M 
*Spanish

When her new baby brother arrives, Elizabeti decides 
she needs a doll that she can care for the way her 
mother cares for the new baby. After looking around 
the village, Elizabeti finds the perfect doll to love.

• Family-wanting to be like 
mom 

35

The Art Lesson 
by Tomie 
dePaola 
Level M 
*Spanish

Tommy knows he wants to be an artist when he 
grows up. He can't wait to get to school and have 
real art lessons. When Tommy gets to school and 
finds out that the art lessons are full of "rules", he is 
surprised and dismayed.  Is this really how art is 
supposed to be? 

• Follow your heart !

36

Nana Upstairs 
Nana Downstairs 
by Tomie 
dePaola 
Level L 
*Spanish

Tommy is four years old, and he loves visiting the 
home of his grandmother, Nana Downstairs, and his 
great-grandmother, Nana Upstairs. But one day 
Tommy's mother tells him Nana Upstairs won't be 
there anymore, and Tommy must struggle with 
saying good-bye to someone he loves. 

• Love of grandparents 
• Loss of grandparent 
• Extended Family 

37

Tom 
by Tomie 
dePaola  
Level K/L

Aside from having the same name, Tommy and his 
grandfather Tom share a wonderful sense of humor, 
a happy array of adventures, and a warm and special 
relationship.

• Love of grandparent 

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 

that may be in there)
Title/Author
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38

Oliver Button is a 
Sissy 
by Tomie 
dePaola 
Level J 
*Spanish

A little boy must come to terms with being teased 
and ostracized because he’d rather read books, 
paint pictures, and tap-dance than participate in 
sports.

• Teasing 
• Being true to yourself 
• Follow your heart 
• Determination 
• Sometimes we can work 

hard and still lose 
• Family loves you even when 

your down. 

39

The Baby Sister 
by Tomie 
dePaola 
Level K

Tommy's so excited that his mom is having a baby, 
and he asks her for a baby sister with a red ribbon in 
her hair. But he didn't ask for stern Nana Fall-River to 
come while his mom is in the hospital. Tommy and 
Nana don't get along very well.  Will it be worth the 
wait? 

• Grandparents are not always 
kind 

• Sibling-new baby 
• Sometimes we have to do 

what is best for the family 
even when we don’t like it 

40

One Foot, Now 
the Other 
by Tomie 
dePaola 
Level K 
*Spanish

Bob and Bobby do everything together.  After all, 
Bob was the first name Bobby said.  Bob has taught 
Bobby everything.   But what will happen when his 
beloved grandfather, Bob, is no longer able to 
communicate with Bobby? 

• Grandparents’ bond not like 
any other 

• Little kids can do big things 
• Disappointment 
• Love isn’t shown through 

words

Cover Summary 
Examples of Issues or Topics 
in this book…(not necessarily all 

that may be in there)
Title/Author

(C) Koesel 2014



Read Aloud Texts with Social Issues                                     K-1

41

A Balloon for 
Isabel 
by Deborah 
Underwood 
Level K

On graduation day, every animal will receive a 
balloon—except for Isabel and Walter, because their 
quills don't mix well with inflatables. Their teacher 
promises them each a special graduation bookmark, 
but the young porcupines long for balloons. Iris sets 
out to design the perfect apparatus to shield their 
quills, and after several tries, she finds the perfect 
solution. I

• Cleverness to solve 
problems 

• Equality 
• Standing up for yourself

42

Crazy Hair Day 
by Barney 
Saltzberg 
Level L

Stanley Birdbaum couldn’t be more excited. He has 
rolled and wrapped and dyed his hair. He has dipped 
it and sprayed it and made it, well, perfect. He is 
ready to celebrate Crazy Hair Day at school. But 
when Stanley saunters up to the classroom, he 
learns, to his horror, that Crazy Hair Day is . . . next 
week. To make matters worse, today is School 
Picture Day, and everyone is expected to line up for 
the class photo! What’s Stanley to do?

• Surviving embarrassment  
• Friends help friends in 

trouble 
• Acceptance 

43

The Two of Them 
by Aliki 

"The day she was born, her grandfather made her a 
ring of silver and a polished stone, because he 
loved her already." Through the years, the little girl 
and her grandfather share so many happy times -- 
playing by the sea, walking in the mountains, working 
in his store. And when he grows sick, she takes care 
of him with as much love as he always showed her

• Bond of a grandparent is 
not like any other 

• Little kids can do big things 
• Loss of grandparent

Cover Summary 
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